Report by Wisconsin Goodwill Delegation Education Group Members
Ann Van Eerden, Carroll E. Bronson and Kimiko Migki

As members of the 2016 Wisconsin Chiba, Inc. (W&dpdwill Delegation, we had the opportunity to
visit a variety of sites throughout the PrefectofeChiba that focused on nursing and educationtraia
Bronson of Cardinal Stritch University, Ann Van Hen of Alverno College and Kimiko Miyazaki, a
WCI Board Member, travelled as the “Education Groofthe delegation to numerous locations during
our week in Chiba. We presented relevant inforomagbout our institutions at most of the places we
visited. Ann’s experience as a member of the deieg was guided by the goal of the Sister State
Partnership to create exchanges and ongoing nedijes, education though partnership and exchange
programs among schools, universities, studentsteachers. Carroll’s experience as a member of the
delegation was guided by the goal of developing nieternational relationships and potential
partnerships that are grounded in the Franciscaresaf creating a caring community, peacemaking,
showing compassion and reverencing creation.

The Chiba Nursing Association was our first visie were warmly greeted by Ms. Emiko Hoshino,
Ms. Itsuko Sawada, Ms. Hiroko Hukudome, Mr. Keikerdguchi and their assistants. We learned about
the types of nursing licenses and the main proje€tthe Chiba Nursing Association. We shared
information about ourselves and the colleges tleatepresented.

As a member of the Wisconsin Nurses Associatiom mas pleased to share the goals of the WNA
with our Sister State Nursing Association. We dadferoughout the visit that we shared many common
goals; our discussions included the topics of gafetthe workplace, the on-going need for nursing
research, the role of the advanced practice narsgpur national health goals. We had the oppitytun
to tour the facilities and see firsthand the ChMarsing Association’s commitment to providing
educational and training resources for the impramnof nursing skills for current nurses and those
returning to the workforce. This is remarkableiteserves as a means of increasing the numberfef sa
practitioners in nursing practice which is theralitely improved patient outcomes.

Our visit to the Chiba Psychiatric Medical Centegan with meeting Dr. Toyoaki Hirata, Ms. Yoshie
Watanabe and their associates. Dr. Hirata predemt@owerPoint titled, “Current State of Psychdatri
Care in Japan and the Mission of the Chiba Psyhisttedical Center” revealing a significant shifoin
inpatient psychiatric care to outpatient psychiat@re. The outpatient services offered were skten
Another point of interest is the range of healtbfgssionals involved in the patient’s care.

The Chiba Prefectural General Education Center ameézl us; Director Hisahiko Ando and Deputy
Director Kazuyuki Komiya explained the Center’s decas training teachers “practical leadership”, a
concept that is comprised of management, indireditias/factors, basic qualities/abilities and atit
guidance abilities. To enhance the teacher'sioslship with the community, even more experience,
teachers may take a leave of absence to work icdh@munity, return to school, or work in a differen
industry; returning they bring positively shapeditadles, increased communication skills, improved
decision making and streamlined cooperation anouress. We had the opportunity to visit a classroo
filled with first year teachers in a training clemsm with training technology tools. It was very
impressive! The concept that the Center does ntloam teach teachers to teach represents the
Prefecture’s understanding that the role of a teagh multifaceted and that all experiences shaguke a
influence the person teaching in the classroom.

Our visit to Chiba City Miyazaki Elementary Schdmgan with a meeting with both the principal and
the school nurse. The school houses over 800mwiftem first through sixth grade; class sizesenzi-
40 students with the exception of the special eiilucalassroom that had 4 students from first tigiou
sixth grades. All classrooms were self-contairiadluding lunch. We also visited the Health Room



where we discussed the background of school nuysem teachers, and their role in the school. We
observed classroom activities. We observed thdreli to be very engaged and polite, working togeth
to prepare for lunch, serving food, waiting untieeyone was seated before eating. We enjoyed Bavin
our school lunch.

Makuhari Sohgoh High School staff greeted us witlrrw green tea and a Wisconsin newspaper article
about their Nursing Course students’ visit to Ce@ammunity, an organization with provides a
continuum of living options for older adults in Wéxend. We learned about the uniqueness of thés fi
year high school program, the only one in Chib&ud&nts were mature, serious in the practice df the
skill and worked cooperatively. As the demandrforses is great in both Japan and the U.S. thisadet
of educating and preparing nurses in a high sceettihg is worth further exploration.

Our visit to Chiba Prefectural University School ldéalth Sciences began with introductions to Dr.
Mashiro Tanabe, Minani Kanda and their associat€éeey and Ann and Carroll shared the mission,
principles and goals and the departments in thedcas well as an overview of the undergraduate
nursing courses and the schedule for exams aneéekegiThis visit opened a discussion of the pdigibi
of student exchange programs. Carroll and Ann Hexmgarded Chiba’s interest and questions to the
International and Intercultural Centers at Alveamal Cardinal Stritch.

Chiba University School of Nursing was our finalofassional appointment. We met Dr. Misako
Miyazaki, Dr. Akiko Nosaki and Ms. Keiko lida. Wearned of their history, challenges and future
goals; they provided an overview of their undergetd and graduate programs and the development of
competencies. One issue facing both Japan antll Beis the number of competitive programs and
multiple paths to degrees. We visited simulatiabsl and students working in community settings, in
particular with individuals with mental illness.

We had the opportunity to visit the Chiba Prefemfudffice and enjoyed viewing the collection of
artifacts from the State of Wisconsin. It was andr to meet Governor Kensaku Morita. The paggantr
of the event, the Governor's energy and enthusiashis greeting and the media coverage represented
the significance of and commitment to the SistateSPartnership on behalf of the Prefecture of &hib
Our visit was on the local news that evening anthénewspaper the next morning.

Friendship Square, located in Messe Mall, an ugEk in the Makuhari business center, was designed
to provide people from all over the world with aep together, exchange ideas and relax. The &fepd
between Prefecture of Chiba and the State of Wisnois featured in the park. Natural stone from
Wisconsin has been arranged into the shape of tdte 8nd the Prefecture with a stone bridge over a
pond separating the two a symbol of a close tintevdsen the two states. A plaque commemorates this
relationship.

This Goodwill exchange and homestays have beephid@ging experiences; we learned of our common
goals and challenges; we continue to share thathwlie have experienced, seen, discussed and learned
We feel deeply honored and proud to be a partisfridationship and to have been entrusted with thi
opportunity to represent and to enhance this fshipd



