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This is an exciting year to be taking over as
president of Wisconsin-Chiba, Inc. It’ s hard to
believe that it's been 20 years since the
signing of our Sister State agreement.

In March of 1990, 20 years ago, I was working
at the Wisconsin Bureau of International
Development, and trying to organize all the
activities that needed to be completed for
Governors Tommy G. Thompson and Takeshi
Numata to sign the Sister State agreement
between the State of Wisconsin and the
Prefecture of Chiba. Somehow it all came
together on May 21st, 1990, and I even
managed to get the sake, that had been held
up in customs, to arrive in time for the party
after the signing.

A lot has changed in 20 years. I moved on to
other state positions, and retired from state
service. Our organizations have grown,
exchanges have blossomed, and friendships
have bloomed. It is truly wonderful to look
back at all the exchanges that have come to
Wisconsin, and those that have gone to Chiba.

I remember the first group of Women of
Wings that visited Wisconsin, and I have been
delighted over the years to be able to open my
home to the many groups that followed. It was
also a special treat to have been part of the
first Wisconsin Women of Wings groups to go
to Chiba, and stay with someone who had
stayed at my home during their visit to
Wisconsin.

We have started our planning in Wisconsin to
commemorate the 20th anniversary of the
Sister State signing. We are hoping to reunite
many of the groups that have visited Chiba
over the past 20 years, during some of our
celebration festivities here in Wisconsin. It is
also our hope that during our 20th
anniversary celebrations, we can reunite old
friends and make new friends with visiting
groups from Chiba.

Best wishes for our 20th anniversary year.

Greeting from Wisconsin

Barbara Rothwell
JIN=/\Z-0RXDx)b

President, Wisconsin-Chiba, Inc.
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Missing Wisconsin #EMALDO 4R M

It's been seven months since I ve arrived in
Japan for hopefully a long stay, as I teach
English and study an ever fascinating language.
Although T m challenged daily to live my life
here as best I can, and although the experiences
I have here are always changing, I still miss
home and my beautiful state of Wisconsin.

I recently went home for a short six day
vacation in December. I was there to celebrate
my sister’ s graduation from nursing school at
the University of Wisconsin, Eau Claire. It was
blisteringly cold, as it is now, but the brisk air
and smell of farms filled the air bringing back
so many memories of home. Snow covered
every street, every sidewalk and at times was
nearly 3 feet high from the heavy fall this year.
Even with the snow, the rolling hills, rushing
rivers and vast lakes were all there to greet me
upon my return.

It's always amazing to return after even a
relatively short stay away from home. I forgot
all the things that I missed; the food, the beer,
the people and their friendly Midwestern
personalities. Walking along the streets of Eau
Claire, my hometown in Wisconsin, I marveled
at the differences from Japan. What was
seemingly so normal to me before had become
much more distinctly western. Buildings were
built from brick, there was no rail traffic, yet
trucks and SUVs filled the roads at every
stoplight. I was back in the land of bigger
drinks, larger food portions and louder voices.

Now it's the time of St. Patrick’s day in
Wisconsin. The color green is likely permeating
everywhere. There will be many upcoming
musical events celebrating the coming of Spring.
And spring in Wisconsin is a beautiful thing.
Like St. Patrick’s day, green is everywhere, and
flowers start to bloom in the fields. It's like a
painting in motion.

But before the snow melts and the lakes
unfreeze there will be a World Ice Fishing
Championship held in Rhinelander, Wisconsin.
Basketball season will start and many will stay
at home to support their favorite teams.
Wisconsin’s people will begin, like the snows of
Winter, to thaw from their slower days and
begin to celebrate the warmer weather to come.
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Mr. Fred Lauer
(FLy R-Z2097—2A)
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