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20th Anniversary Message from the President of Wisconsin Chiba Inc.

It is hard to believe that twenty years have passed,
since May 21, 1990.

As we look back at that day in May, there are a
wide range of memories among the participants.
Some of those memories involve the travel of the
delegation to and from Wisconsin, their stay here,
and the actual signing ceremony. Other participants
may have memories of getting ready for the signing
ceremony, or memories that encompass the rush of
last minute details. However, the greatest memory
of that event in May is the memory of the beginning
of a long lasting friendship that has fostered a
sister-state relationship promoting educational,
cultural, science, and technological exchanges, while
creating bonds of friendship and understanding
between the people of Chiba, Japan and Wisconsin,
USA.

As we move forward into the next twenty years, let
us remember the foundation upon which we
originated our sister state relationship, moving
forward to expand our horizons and understanding
of our backgrounds and similarities.

From our first exchange of music, followed by the
Women of Wings exchange which recognized the
volunteer and public service efforts of women in
Chiba, our exchanges have grown. We were
pleasantly surprised by members of these
delegations, both from Chiba and Wisconsin, who
were impressed by the similarities between Chiba
and Wisconsin, their issues, struggles, and goals.
Through the years, there have been many of these
exchanges, often with home stay providers having
the opportunity to visit their home stay delegation
members in Chiba or Wisconsin.

Let us remember our cultural exchanges, through
music, dance, art, and appreciation of our differences
and our similarities. Let us take what we have
learned through our educational exchanges to
increase our awareness of our backgrounds and
further our development of language and teaching
skills. Let us explore what we have learned through
our science and technological exchanges to further
develop our ability to reach for the stars, find new
ways to use our resources and expand the horizons

of those that will follow in our footsteps. And finally,

let us continue to expand our bonds of friendship to
reach beyond our physical boundaries and break
down the barriers that fail to understand the
uniqueness that we bring out in each other to create
these strong bonds of friendship.

May our union remain strong and steadfast through
the coming years.

With fond memories as a participant at the May 21,
1990 signing ceremony in Madison Wisconsin, and
as a member of the first Women of Wings
delegation from Wisconsin to Chiba, I wish all of
you, a happy 20th anniversary.

Sincerely,

Barbara L. Kelly Rothwell, President
Wisconsin Chiba Inc.
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