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Dear Chiba Friends:
i
As you read this, I hope this finds you in good health
and good spirits.
Permit me to reintroduce myself. My name is Kevin
Crawford and after serving for 20 years as the
Mayor of Kamogawa City s sister-city, Manitowoc,
Wisconsin, USA, I currently serve as the Senior Vice
President of Government Affairs for Orion Energy
Systems. It has been an exciting year at Orion with
visits by very special guests including the Chiba
Biomass  Delegation  (September), Japanese
Ambassador to the United States Ichiro Fujisaki
(November) and US President Barack Obama
(January).
It is a privilege to continue supporting the friendship
between the State of Wisconsin and Chiba Prefecture
as President of Wisconsin-Chiba Inc. I am delighted
as well that my Executive Assistant from the
Mayor' s Office, Tina Prigge, has joined me as
Executive Assistant at Orion. Having lived in
Oita-ken for three (3) years as a participant of the
JET Program, she is extremely dedicated to
supporting our sister-state friendship.
As the newly elected President of Wisconsin-Chiba
Inc., one of our first efforts was to coordinate a Japan
Relief fundraising effort with the First Lady of the
State of Wisconsin, Tonette Walker. Based upon
these positive interactions with the administration of
the State of Wisconsin, most recently Governor
Walker appointed me to serve as the Private Sector
Director from the State of Wisconsin to the Midwest
US-Japan Association. This appointment will be
confirmed by the Board of Directors of the Midwest
US-Japan Association at its meeting in Tokyo this
September. I very much look forward to returning
to Japan for this event.
Orion Energy Systems is a leading power technology
enterprise that designs and manufactures custom,
application-specific engineered solutions that, since
2001, have displaced more than 658 megawatts,
saving customers $1.3 billion and reducing indirect
carbon dioxide emissions by nearly 11 million tons.
As part of the Japan-Midwest US Association
Conference, I will serve on an Executive Panel
representing Orion Energy Systems regarding the
topic “Innovation in Energy and the Environment” .
If you happen to be attending the conference, please
seek me out. I would welcome the opportunity to
see you.
Best wishes and long live a warm sister-state
friendship.
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Wisconsin-Chiba Inc.
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