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After living in Chiba Prefecture for six years as part of the
Chiba-Wisconsin Assistant Language Teacher (ALT) Program, I
moved back to Wisconsin in August of 2013 and began teaching

literature and composition at Adams-Friendship Middle School.

Adams-Friendship is a rural community that even many
Wisconsinites are not too familiar with. The city of Adams shares a
border with the village of Friendship and therefore the name
Adams-Friendship developed. Moving to and living in a very rural

part of central Wisconsin continues to be a new adventure for me.

With each week I am discovering areas to explore and enjoy.

From August to October I lived in the city of Wisconsin Dells,

thirty miles south of my workplace in Adams-Friendship. In
addition to a main strip of shops and restaurants, Wisconsin Dells is
known for an abundance of outdoor and indoor water and theme
parks. Even beyond all of the tourist attractions, it is hard to miss
the beautiful nature in Wisconsin Dells. Wisconsin Dells is an area
that is scenic because of the glacially formed gorges and sandstone
formations along the banks of the Wisconsin River.

108 MDthe Wisconsin River in Wisconsin Dells

Wisconsin Dells was a nice place to live, but by mid October I
decided it was time to move closer to my students’ community and
school in Adams-Friendship. I moved thirty minutes north of
Wisconsin Dells to the city of Adams (population: 1,967). With each
day, I like this quaint area more and more. The city of Adams has
many scenic lakes, forests and hills. Tt is also not uncommon to see
deer, wild turkeys and a variety of other wildlife roaming the streets
or neighborhoods. Many of my seventh grade students are having
some of their initial hunting experiences with their families. My

students tell me that white-tailed deer, squirrels, coyotes, wolves,

and bobcats are popular hunting game in the area.
Surrounding the city of Adams are various state and county

parks. One state park closest to Adams is Roche-A-Cri State Park.

Roche-A-Cri was initially established to protect Native American
petroglyphs and pictographs. The name Roche-A-Cri comes from
the French word meaning “crevice in the rock.” Big Roche-A-Cri
Lake also is a beautiful place to see throughout the seasons.

9 A#)E1MBig Roche-A-Cri Lake

Driving south from Adams and even a bit further south from
Wisconsin Dells, Devils Lake State Park is another breathtaking
area carved out by the glaciers long ago. Devil's Lake is the largest
state park in Wisconsin. I often visit this area on weekends because
it has around 41 miles (66 km) of hiking in the park and plenty of
rock climbing, camping and activities on the water.

Wisconsin Dells, Devil's Lake and Roche-A-Cri are just a few of

the landscapes in central Wisconsin that I have enjoyed this fall.

There are various lakes, forests and parks I still need to venture off
to with cross country skis or snowshoes this winter. Although it has
been a beautiful fall in Wisconsin, I still miss the changing of seasons
in Chiba Prefecture and throughout Japan. As I am becoming more
and more acclimated to living in Wisconsin, my experiences and
memories working with people in Chiba Prefecture are always with
me. All T learned while living in Japan continues to and will always
influence my teaching and daily life.
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