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Trip Report for the Cultural Exchange Group in the 2014
Wisconsin-Chiba Inc. Delegation

The Cultural Exchange Contingent of the 2014 Wisconsin-Chiba Inc. (WCI)
delegation was The Garlic Mustard Pickers. This is a traditional Celtic music
group with its roots in community service work. The band is made up of eight
musicians, seven of whom were able to travel with the WCI delegation.

Since all seven of the musicians were seasoned travelers, they all had some
expectation of what the trip to Japan might be like, especially with an
orientation provided by Sharon Durtka. However, the actual experiences of
the musicians went far beyond anything that they might have expected. Host
families were extremely welcoming and honored their guests in many, many
appreciated ways. Although none of us spoke Japanese and most of our hosts
little or no English, we managed to communicate the best things of all:
happiness, politeness, and appreciation. We will always remember our hosts
with great honor.

Qur trip itinerary involved many wonderful sites, which were quite varied,

and excellent for a cultural delegation. We toured the dance studio run by
Tsubaki Wakako, the grandmother of the Tsubaki family, and tried on
traditional kimono, a large Buddhist temple complex in Narita (the Naritasan
Shinshoji Temple) and its “Ghosa” ceremony of burning sticks with messages
on them, the house of the Tsubaki family, where we were treated to a potluck
meal provided by all the Cultural Exchange host families as well as an
exhibition of traditional dancing, Magokoro Be Ambitious” Social Welfare
Corporation, Narita Kokusai High School, the Chiba folk museum, Chiba
Prefecture Governmental Office where we were introduced to the governor of
Chiba, Suzuki Eiji, Chosei High School in Mobara, two performances in the

Mobara City Center, traditional tea ceremony at Akasaka Community Center,

Kozu-no-mori and Nishi Junior High Schools, and the Narita 60th Anniversary
Folk Festival. All of these places met us with graceful meals, green tea
servings, many useful and beautiful gifts, and interesting information and

background and tours of the organizations. We ate in some wonderful places,

and were entranced with Japan's beautiful and delicious food. On our last day
we took a guided trip to Tokyo which included shopping, temples, and
restaurants. We loved taking the public transportation there and back!

Our traditional Celtic music band (The Garlic Mustard Pickers, Inc) is
extremely grateful for receiving the opportunity to be the Cultural Exchange
contingent of the 2014 WCI delegation. Several of us are teachers, and the
visits to the schools were particularly rewarding. The cultures within
Japanese schools offer a model from which American school administrators
could learn much. For all of us, the visits to the various religious sites (both
in Narita and in Tokyo) were very illuminating.

All of our musicians feel great gratitude toward the host families who so
generously provided us with a view of Japanese home life. This is something
that most Americans visiting Japan could never experience. We feel very
fortunate, and very honored, to have been welcomed as guests in these homes.

The musicians of The Garlic Mustard Pickers offers sincere thanks to the
members of the Chiba-Wisconsin Association, and in particular to the
Secretary-General of that organization, Yasuko Aoki. The amount of work
that she and her associates put into organizing the logistics of our visit is, as
judged by the results, truly impressive and amazing. We are also deeply in
Yasuko-san's debt for her dedication to our comfort and support, both before
our visit, and during our visit.

BEIIW—-T

Wisconsin Chiba, Inc. Goodwill Delegation Education Exchange 2014

The arrival to Narita Airport on Monday, November 3 began one of the most
heartwarming and cultural exchanges of a life-time for us. We were met by
several of the Chiba Delegation..Tadao ANDO, Chiba International Center

Director, Yasuko AOKI, Secretary General, and Shigeo MORIYAMA, Chair,

Steering Committee, plus many other dignitaries.

The next day on November 4, 2014, we started our visits to many universities
starting with Kanda University. Our guides were Teruo ABE, Steering
Committee Member and Ms. Hiroko DOI, Member. They were so informative
and very helpful as we moved along on our journey. Kanda University's Shingo
KAWANO, Manager International Affairs and Ms. Tomoko HOSHI, International
Affairs, Academic Administration greeted us. She showed us in the lobby a
momentous saying, LANGUAGES ARE THE FOUNDATION TO LINK THE
WORLD IN PEACE." We thought about this many times on our journey on how
important the Chiba Wisconsin exchange is to help both countries understand
each other.

We continued on to visit Chiba Prefectural University of Health Sciences on
the Nitona Campus. We had an amazing experience to visit the classroom with
Professor Paul Kazunari ABE where students gave reports in the Occupational
Therapy for Physical Dysfunction program. It was stimulating to listen and learn
from them. Dr. Prindiville's background was in the medical field so she asked the
students questions about the anatomy within their reports. The class then
presented us with many beautiful gifts. We are still in awe of their generosity
toward us!

We continued our day at the Makuhari Campus where we met with the
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Department of Nutrition Health Care Science professors Fumiyo KUDO, M.D.,
Ph.D., Megumi SUGITA, and Assistant Professor Fumi HAYASHI, Ph.D., R.D.
They showed us their impressive Dental Hygiene labs.

At the end of our day, each of us in the educational group spent the next two
evenings with our host family. We can't begin to express what a wonderful
experience thls was for us. Barbara and Judy's host families went above and
beyond to plan a combined party, to share the cultural aspects of Japanese food,
families, and funll On our last morning together we went to the Fish Market for
breakfast. We were truly in awe of this remarkable experience and will forever
cherish the time we spent sharing and learning from our families.

Barbara celebrated her birthday with her host family, Kozo and Miho NAKA
and their children who presented her with a birthday cake and kimono.

The following day on November 5, 2014, we began our day at the IES Center
with Karl FRIDAY, PhD, Center Director and Ms. Mariko ISHIKAWA, Staff
IES who gave us an informative presentation on their mission and future vision.
This led to a lively discussion about student exchanges between our two
countries.

In the afternoon, we had the privilege to visit Chiba University. We were
greeted by Deputy Vice-President/International Affairs Dr. Ryoko NIIKURA,
Professors Aya YOSHINO and Natsumi NISHIKAWA who had us meet with
their students. It was so nice to interact with them. The students had many
questions for us, too. One of the students had just returned from an exchange at
UW-Milwaukee, WI and it was interesting to hear her thoughts regarding the
two countries and their cultures. This was one of the highlights of the trip for us.
We always like to learn from the students because they have become so worldly
in their thinking.

The Chiba Committee worked very hard to make sure that we were exposed
to learning and seeing as much as we could in a week's time. They were
amazing guides and became our friends that we will cherish for a life-time!

Thank you to all of youl

Respectfully submitted,

Chiba Wisconsin 2014 Delegatmn Science Technology Group Report
On our first day in Chiba, our gracious guides Mr. Moriyama, Mr. Nogi and

HMZ-BiII—7

Mr. Hayashi brought us to Kashiwa City to visit Dr. Kozai and Mr. Shimamura,

who were members of the 2013 Delegation visiting Wisconsin.

Dr. Kozai showed us the Plant Factory in the Center for Environment, Health
and Field Sciences of Chiba University. His research involves vegetable
production in hydroponic systems for urban settings, and will increase local food
access, create urban jobs, and improve urban aesthetics. The demonstration lab

is remarkable, a place where beauty and science live together harmoniously.

Before we left campus, we visited the herbal dispensary of Dr. Megumi Sumino
who prepares herbal remedies for patients of the on-campus clinic, as well as the
Chemiless-town Project, a model town build with chemical-free materlals

At the MIRAI factory, Mr. Shimamura showed us the nearly 14,000 square
foot factory, which houses rows of 25-foot hydroponic towers. The lovely young

pesticide-free greens are grown under hybrid florescent and LED lighting.

MIRALI responsible for developing this innovative technology, has installations in
Antarctica and Mongolia, with plans to build in Hong Kong and Russia, bringing
year-round production of fresh greens.

That evening, we stayed in Noda City. My hosts Ayumu and Yoko Furuya,

and their children warmly welcomed me. Yoko and 10-year-old Kyoka made a
beautiful traditional Japanese dinner and performed the time-honored tea
ceremony. Ayumu works with Mitsui Fudosan Co. Ltd., the architect of
Kashiwa-no-ha Smart City, a model district where people can sustainably

live,

work, and play, and where together, they tackle issues of health, environment,

and economy. Professor Kozai and Mr. Shimamura are members of Plant
Factory Consortium Kashiwa-no-ha. This is a visionary concept, and the time to
implement it is now.

Wednesday, Mr. Nogi and Mr. Moriyama showed us the fascinating Kikkoman
sites, including the brewery that had many educational, interactive displays. We
learned that the majority of soy and wheat purchased by Kikkoman to make soy
sauce in Japan is grown in Wisconsin. We had a special tour of the Goyogura
where shoyu (soy sauce) is made exclusively for the Imperial Household. We
tasted Shoyu Icecream, which was outstanding, and our hosts generously gifted us
with a bottle of the rare Imperial Shoyu! We visited the International Food Culture
Research Center, the Mogi-Honke Museum of Art and the historic Civic Hall.

Thursday, we had the honor to meet Governor Kensaku Morita, and a
refreshing and informative tour of the attractive Sapporo Beer Chiba Brewery

Friday we visited Wagoen Co. Ltd, an innovative cooperatlve of regional fruit
and vegetable producers, processors, marketers, and recyclers. They have been
successfully rethinking organic local food systems for 30 years. It is a
remarkably visionary organization.

We were often asked this question: Why are Americans interested in urban
agriculture when you have all that land to grow food? The answer: only 8% of
our agriculture is fresh food grown for human consumption. The rest is grown
for livestock feed, industry, commercial trade, et cetera. We urgently need to
make more fresh food available in the urban centers. We believe urban
agriculture is the solution, and Kashiwa-no-ha Smart City and Wagoen are
brilliant examples.

The Science Technology tour was fascinating and inspiring. The Japanese are
far advanced in the field of urban agriculture, and Americans will greatly benefit
from their ingenuity and willingness to build partnerships. Damian Coleman and
I have been deeply honored to serve as the Science Technology Group in the
2014 Chiba-Wisconsin Delegation. We look forward to sharing what we learned
with our colleagues in Wisconsin, and to building partnerships in Chiba.

Respectfully submitted,
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