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Wisconsin Postscripts

Place names in Wisconsin, like my birthplace, are cultural, historical
artifact that tells us about the people who lived there and throughout
Wisconsin.  Prior to the arrival of the first French explorers, Wisconsin
was inhabited several Indian nations, primarily the Chippewa (Ojibwa),
Menominee, Winnebago and Dakota tribes. Many of the rivers, cities and
counties of Wisconsin have names derived from these tribes.

The address of the home I grew up is reflective of the culture and history
of the Wisconsin. It was Hopokoekau Beach on the shores of Lake
Winnebago in the Village of Taycheedah, Fond du Lac, Wisconsin.

First, Lake Winnebago is named after the Winnebago Indian tribe that
once resided in the area around the lake and “Hopokoekau” means "glory
of the morning" or "the coming dawn" in the Ho-Chunk (Winnebago)
language.

The Ho-Chunk language was spoken by Indian tribes throughout the
Great Lakes region. Taycheedah is also a Winnebago word meaning “lake
camp.” “Fond du Lac” is a French word meaning “at the end or base of
the lake” which is appropriate term for the city of Fond du Lac located at
the southern tip of Lake Winnebago. Lastly, the origin of the name

“Wisconsin” is not exactly certain but most commonly accepted definition is
that it is a Winnebago work meaning “wild, rushing rivers.” Another
possibility is that is Wisconsin or “Quiskonsin” a corruption of the French
word “qu ce q'on descent” or river “rapids.”

“Winnebago” means “people of the stinking waters” which might be
related to the occasional stinky algae blooms that occur on Lake Winnebago
in hot summer months. By the way, Lake Winnebago has the distinction of
having the world’s largest stock of lake sturgeon. Catching a sturgeon is
not by hook and line but by spear and the spearing season begins in
mid-February annually and runs for only 16 days. In 2012, the largest
sturgeon ever caught on Lake Winnebago (a female) was 125 years old,
weighed 240 Ib., and measured 87.5 in. in length.

Winter Sunrise Over Lake Winnebago
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