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My host father, Mr. Shiratori, summed up the 2006
Wisconsin Goodwill Delegation's trip with one phrase.
"We will make memories.” The Chiba Wisconsin
Association made beautiful, lasting memories for us,
from the Welcome Party to the Farewell Party.

The sharing of cultures remained the heart of our
exchange. We will not soon forget the students
listening to the music of Ariela Bohrod and Rick March
and dancing to the music of Yid Vicious. The Sawara
Matsuri Festival was a feast for the eyes and the spirit!

The biomass delegates had the opportunity to do site
visits to corporations, attend the Renewable Energy
conference, and share ideas.

The academic delegates signed an historic agreement
between Chiba University and the University of
Wisconsin-Milwaukee. We were so pleased that
Governor Akiko Domoto was on hand to witness this
important event.  Tours of the Medical School,
Nursing School, Faculty of Law and Economics, and
Faculty of Education showed that there are many
opportunities for collaborations and exchanges. A
tour of Kanda University added exciting possibilities to
the potential for exchange!

The most important memory makers were the home
stay families because they took total strangers into
their homes for five days. In some cases, they were
unable to converse in a common language, but by the
time they left these strangers felt like part of the
family.  Special thanks are due to the Sawara
International Friendship Association for their work in
coordinating the home stays.

We have so many people to thank! First and foremost
the members of the Chiba Wisconsin Association for
their hard work in coordinating the three groups of
this delegation. Others who are due our gratitude are
the mayors and people of Choshi City, Sawara and
Katori City, the schools that hosted the cultural
delegates, the companies that accepted the biomass
delegates as well as the faculty, staffs, and students of
Chiba University and Kanda University.

The members of the delegation were heard to say that
this trip was a life altering experience. It was life
alterning because of the kindness and generosity of the
people of the Chiba prefecture, the beauty of the
natural surroundings, and the richness of the
Japanese culture.

Making these memories added new friends to the circle
of friendship between Wisconsin and the Chiba
Prefecture. It was a joy to watch this circle grow.

We look forward to welcoming a Chiba Goodwill
Delegation to Wisconsin next year! We will again
make memories!

George
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