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b kogarashi no ima yva fukutomo chiru ha nashi

bitter winter wind-blowing now yet no leaves to drop
NATSUME Soseki (1867-1916)

I bring you greetings from your friends in Wisconsin, where the weather has felt like that which is
described in the preceding haiku. It has been a record breaking winter here in Madison, with a total
seasonal snowfall to date of 86.7 inches or 220.22 centimeters! It has been cold, too, with wind chill
temperatures as low as -45 degree F or -42.78 degrees C.

One of the ways we have warmed our hearts has been to return to our memories of the 2007 Chiba
Goodwill Delegation. In fact, I have just received a copy of the beautiful memory book assembled by the
Delegation and the memories have come rushing back.

It was wonderful to see old friends again and meet new ones. Hanendaiko thrilled children and adults
alike with their talented and energetic performances. I was pleased to witness the signing ceremony
between Madison Area Technical College and Kanda University, further deepening educational ties
between our two states. The biomass delegates shared knowledge with their Wisconsin counterparts
regarding the latest developments in this important field. The medical group was able to learn more
about the “Madison Method” of working with the mentally ill.

As always, at the heart of all this great work were the fundamental person to person relationships
between the host families and the members of the delegation. Meaningful relationships were built and
memories were created, once again.

During my last trip to Chiba, I remember that my host family Mr. Naoki and Mrs. Sumie Shiratori, did
that for me. They said they would take me to Mount Fuji, a place I had always wanted to visit but
never had. When I protested that would be quite an imposition on my part to drive from Katori-shi to
Mount Fuji, Mr. Shiratori said, “No. We will make memories.” And so we did; and I have thought of
those memories every day since then.

In 2008 we will make more memories together. Wisconsin-Chiba, Inc. will host a delegation of Women
of Wings and the Chiba Wisconsin Association will welcome a Wisconsin Goodwill Delegation, all the
while deepening the friendship of our two sister states.

It warms my heart to think about all that is to come in 2008. And that warmth will come in handy
during the rest of the cold Wisconsin winter!

All the best,

George Tzougros
President, Wisconsin-Chiba, Inc.
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