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For almost 3 years now I have been teaching at Kimitsu High School. While I enjoyed
many aspects of my stay in Chiba, going through the pandemic made me realize how
much I value the connections I have made here. Some of my favorite moments outside
of school have been thanks to groups like CWA, my local international society, and the
cat shelter I volunteered at (Kimitsu Neko Ranger). Being able to take part in these
helped me to feel connected to Chiba and deepened my understanding of different
Amanda MacDonald communities. T truly appreciate the brief time that I was able to spend with everyone.

RUBZEEFFR Although I am moving on from the program as I am staying to work in Japan I hope to
be able to meet you all again someday. Thank youl
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Although I am not leaving Japan, nor really leaving the Chiba-Wisconsin Program, I
would like to take this opportunity to thank all of the people who made my time as an
ALT great. First, of course, are my coworkers at Toke High School, who helped me to
adjust to being a teacher when I arrived fresh out of college with no experience. I would
also like to thank my local Asumigaoka International Friendship Society for helping me
L to meet people from my community and for giving me all kinds of interesting volunteer
Maximilian Gumble opportunities. Of course, I would also like to give my thanks to the Chiba Wisconsin
=L Y Association, who have been endlessly kind and helpful. I am very excited to be working
BYTFHESSER together with them going forward. Last, I would like to thank all of the wonderful friends
that I've made throughout my time as an ALT. Whether they are staying in Japan or

moving on to pursue other things, I wish them all the best.
As I write this now from my desk in the Prefectural Office, it still doesn’t seem quite real that my life as an ALT is
over. I will miss teaching classes and talking with students, but I am excited at the opportunities that my new position
as the ALT Program Coordinator will bring. The connection between Chiba and Wisconsin is very important to me,
and I am happy that I can be a part of its future through heading the ALT Program. To everyone departing Japan,

best of luck, and to everyone staying behind, I'm looking forward to working with youl
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I have been with the Wisconsin-Chiba ALT program for three years. During that time, I
have grown as a person and learned so much about what it means to be a teacher. My
students have given me so much joy and make me laugh even on difficult days. I knew
very little about Chiba before I came here, but I discovered that it’s a prefecture with
many hidden treasures. Tateyama is one of them and I have been very blessed to call it
‘ my home these last three years. I will miss the beaches, sunsets, and the beauty of
Evelyn Ewald Tateyama and its kind people. I am immensely grateful for this experience and wouldn 't
L:—Eﬁ%%%q:hﬁ trade it for anything. I would like to thank both of my schools, Awa High School, in
RIIRNRSPR Tateyama, and Nagasa High School, in Kamogawa, as well as the Wisconsin-Chiba ALT
program for this incredible opportunity. I will be moving back to Wisconsin for now to
pursue other dreams, but I hope we all meet again someday! Thank you so much!
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Thank you for allowing me the opportunity to borrow this space to share a greeting. 8 years really
flew by. Thank you very much for all of your support during my 5 years as an ALT at Prefectural
Awa High School and Nagasa High School, as well as my 3 years as the ALT Program Coordinator
at the Prefectural Board of Education and CWA Steering Committee Member. Especially, thank you
for the last 3 years I spent living in Chiba City. The two events that stick in my memory are the

A Exchange Party following the CWA General Meeting two years ago, along with Wisconsin Governor
Patrick Grimes Evers's visit to Chiba. I met many CWA Board Members and General Members for the first time
at the Exchange Party following the General Meeting. The best part of that party was being able

BUREESERR ; . . R R . N

By NSk to enjoy my favorite Japanese word, ‘nommunication,” (lit. “drinking while communicating ) with
BgERESS all of you. Also, being able to serve as a representative and interpreter for the CWA when the
ALT7‘°D7‘5A Governor of my home state visited Chiba was an invaluable experience. It made me really feel that

I=FFR—9— I, too, was able to become a bridge between Chiba and Wisconsin, just like the CWA.

Unfortunately, many events were cancelled or postponed these past two years due to the COVID-19 pandemic. In
addition, there were many people who I could not meet before returning to Wisconsin, and I feel very sad about that.
However, even though I had to return to Wisconsin for the near future to take care of my parents, this is not a final
“farewell.” When the COVID-19 situation settles down, I will definitely be returning to Japan. Moreover, I want to
continue to lend my support to future exchanges between Chiba and Wisconsin. On a side note, my home is very
close to Milwaukee General Mitchell Airport, so if you happen to be nearby, please do not hesitate to reach out.
Thank you again for everything. I am really looking forward to seeing all of you again in the near future.
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