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Ms. Janie J. Ritter Hﬂg%gzlgz%bﬁﬁxéh\
On behalf of myself, my family, and the Wisconsin-Chiba, Inc Board, I bring you warm greetings
from Wisconsin where we are enjoying the beautiful colors and cooler temperatures of Fall. As
the leaves on the trees change from a vibrant green to warm yellows and orange, we are also
preparing to send a Goodwill delegation to Chiba. I envy this group of talented performers,
scientists, and Women of Wings as they are embarking on a journey that will bring unforgettable
experiences, life-long friendships, and continue a tradition which began over 18 years ago.

I fondly remember my two visits to Chiba Prefecture. After several years of preparing for the
arrival of delegations from Chiba - planning itineraries, matching delegates with the appropriate
home stay families; as well as preparing delegations of Wisconsin Women of Wings for their
experience in Japan - it was finally my turn to make the journey to a place I had heard so much
about: Chiba. My two host families: the Okada family in 2005, and the Ishii family in 2007,
welcomed me into their homes, prepared delicious meals, and shared their country, culture and
family life with me. Another highlight of my visits that I share with my friends, family and co-
workers is the absolute honor I felt when a local group of women from the Narita area hosted a
friendship dinner for us where they shared a traditional tea ceremony and invited us to wear their
beautiful kimonos. The stories I brought back home to Wisconsin are memories I cherish. In fact, I
am not the only member of my family that embraces the Wisconsin-Chiba exchanges.

October 2007 brought a Goodwill delegation to Wisconsin from Chiba, and my family hosted two
incredible women: Yasuko Aoki and Miho Funakura. To this day, my two young sons inquire
when they will visit Japan so they can see Yasuko and Miho again. Zack and Ryan enjoyed taking
our guests to the pumpkin patch, and the local ice rink where they both play ice hockey.
Additionally, the Hanedaiko drummers completely mesmerized fellow students at their elementary
school during a performance showcasing Japanese traditional taiko drumming, music, dance and
their dynamic style. Hopefully, someday soon, my husband and I will make good on our promise
and will travel with our sons to the beautiful prefecture of Chiba.

Most recently, the Wisconsin-Chiba, Inc. Board has been busy preparing a Goodwill delegation to
travel to Chiba this November. I am confident this talented group will be well received. I also look
forward to when they return so I can hear their stories, see their photographs, and capture a
glimpse of the prefecture I have come to admire: Chiba.

All my best,

Janie J. Ritter
Wisconsin-Chiba, Inc. Board Secretary
2005 and 2007 Wisconsin Women of Wings
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