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The beginning of November, 2008 was an
exciting time for us. On Tuesday November 5
we participated in a historic election when Barack
Obama was elected President of the USA and
three days later our Goodwill Delegation departed
for a visit to Chiba, our wonderful sister-state in
Japan.

Our delegation included seven women from the
Women of Wings organization and three biomass
energy specialists, the scientific/technical
delegation. My job once again had been to put
together the cultural program. A few months
earlier our good friend Hisashi Miyazaki made the
excellent suggestion that we bring a polka music
and dancing group to Chiba, noting that the polka
is the official dance of Wisconsin.

1 was happy that Karl Hartwich, who is noted as
the best player of the German concertina, was
interested in coming to Chiba with his fine polka
band: Molly Busta on piano and vocals, Tony
Kaminski on tuba and Crystal Malek on drums.
We also were lucky to have four young prize-
winning polka dancers, Randy Thull and his
sister Marcia Thull, who dance in the traditional
style, and Adam Hembel and Krissy Kozial, a
couple who combine the older polka style with
newer motions from jazz dancing.

I added to the program by singing some blues
songs composed by the famous African-
American blues singer Leadbelly.

Our group was delighted with our experiences in
Chiba, performing in Choshi at the schools, the
college and for our wonderful host families. We
enjoyed the visit also to Noda City, the pizza
party there, the outing to Tokyo and the lively
farewell party in Chiba city. The 2008 Goodwill
Delegation had an unforgettable experience!
Many thanks to the Chiba-Wisconsin Association
and all our hosts!
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