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Sister City Reflections

It was exciting to learn that the Chiba-Wisconsin
exchange was happening in September and that one
friend from the previous delegation would be
returning with the biomass group. We expected him
last year but the trip was cancelled last year
because of the threat of HIN1 flu.

We were asked to provide housing for the 4
members of the biomass group. After addressing the
logistical challenges imposed from my recent ankle
surgery at the end of August, we began to organize
for their upcoming visit. Hosting for the second time
is much easier as we were more familiar with the
group programming, the Wisconsin coordinators,
and had a better idea of the daily activity schedule.
As a returning guest, Moriyvama, was familiar with
the house and our life style. He helped us transition
of the others to their Madison home and simplified
our communication with nicknames. The younger
biomass members are about the same ages as our
three sons, which was a nice fit for our family. It
gave us many things in common to talk about.
Initially, they were reluctant to speak to us in
English but with Moriyama's encouragement they
improved daily.

We live near Camp Randall Stadium (home to the
University of Wisconsin football team), so when we
brought them to our house Saturday morning, our
neighborhood was hopping with activity prior to the
football game. Their first sightseeing excursion was
a walking tour of pregame parties, car parking, and
game security measures. They continued their
walk with a brief tour of the campus before
returning home for lunch, full of excitement from
the sea of red shirts and activities. In order to have
time for shopping and sightseeing, we recorded the
game to watch later.

A high priority for our group was to purchase gifts
to bring back to Japan. It was fun to help them
think about things that are special from Wisconsin
as well as the other items on their list. The task was
more difficult as there were four of them but they
were up to the adventure. They experienced
shopping in a large mall, grocery store, and at the
University dairy store.

The 20th Anniversary celebration of the Chiba-
Wisconsin exchange was an incredible event.
Entertainment was provided by previous cultural
delegates to Chiba and Chiba’s group this year. We
were very lucky, as normally one has to pay a lot of
money to see this level of talent. The richness of
these cultural exchanges increases our global
awareness and understanding.

The potluck for the delegation and their host
families was another opportunity to try foods from
each culture. It also provided time to interact with
other members of the delegation, hosts, and local
coordinators. The intermingling of people, foods,
clothing, and language made the experience a
memorable time to remember.

David and I have had the pleasure of sharing our
home, time, and experiences with people from other
countries for over 20 years. The Chiba-Wisconsin
exchange is a unique way to bring our cultures
together. We wish it could be shared more broadly
across Wisconsin. The exchange may be only a few
days but the friendships and connections remain for
a life time. Thanks!

Joy and Dave Drummond
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