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Wisconsin Chiba, Inc, Goodwill Delegation 2012
September 21-29, 2012

Twenty-two years ago our former governors, Takeshi Numata and
Tommy Thompson, signed a sister state agreement. This partnership
has become the symbol of our friendly relationship; it continues to
promote exchanges in the fields of education, culture, economics,
science and technology. Our governors believed that people meeting
people, learning together and sharing are great ways to increase mutual
understanding, respect and peace in our world. It is in this tradition
that the Goodwill Delegation 2012 embarked on its endeavor.
Following the slightly delayed flight from Milwaukee to Narita, the
Delegation was warmly greeted at the airport and taken to the
Marroad International Hotel for formal welcome and brief orientation.
The Delegation enjoyed getting to know the Chiba Wisconsin
Association members over dinner.
The group moved as a whole to Noda City where the three sections
began their programs - everyone met the host families of the cultural
group and the Women of Wings and Business groups met with their
hosts. Later the entire Delegation and the CWA members gathered
for a welcome party with a taste of Japan.
Regrettably the Business group lost one member two days before flight
due to a serious health challenge. The rich program for the Business
group provided numerous opportunities to open doors to further
working together, for example, learning a different part of the history of
Noda and of Kikkoman through our hosts and through visits to the
museums and then the production plant deepened our appreciation for
the Mogi family, new products and its global expansion - beginning with
the first overseas production plant in Wisconsin.
Shigeo Moriyama, Chair of the CWA Steering Committee, and Kazuya
Hayashi were our gracious guides for the entire week's program. One
example of our sister state relationship was experienced during our
visit to Kashiwa-No-Ha Smart City where we witnessed first hand the
innovative project that Inoue Yuta shared with us. Earlier this year he
was an executive trainee in Wisconsin Economic Development
Corporation. The “plant factory” project of Chiba University offered an
opportunity to build connections with such community projects as Grow
Power and Sweet Water in the "organic and global city," experimental
projects in urban agriculture and aquaponics. In 1991 and 1992 we
brought groups to perform in Makuhari Messe; it was impressive to see
the development of world class conference and exhibition center.
Sapporo Brewery was impressive, not only as great brewing facility but
as an example of the care and concern of the Japanese - a suit coat
button was lost and a network of tour guides and employees returned it
before we left the grounds!
The last days of the program brought the cultural and business groups
together for a visit to Naritasan Temple, Boso Village and an
opportunity to enjoy the cultural presentation of Natira International
High School. The free Friday merged the business group with Women
of Wings in a visit to the Imperial Palace grounds, lunch at the New
Otani Hotel and an opportunity to see to Tokyo Skytree and the
surrounding neighborhood development.
Evenings and driving times lent themselves to much needed exchange
of information and discussion, particularly in regards to CWA and WCI
and the shaping of these organizations, updating the exchange
programs and making effective use of the opportunities that they offer.
We deeply thank you for preparing these exceptional opportunities for
all of us and for welcoming us into your homes and your communities —
one friendship at a time!

Wisconsin Chiba, Inc. Goodwill Delegation Culture Group 2012

The delegation left Milwaukee, Wisconsin, USA on September 21, 2012.
The ten members were very excited to be travelling to Japan. Most had
never travelled this far before.

The Japanese culture and customs were very new and different for most
of the Culture Group., The members learned what we could about Japan
before the trip with the help of Jack Takahashi, Al Durtka and Sharon
Durtka. Our orientation included some of the history, what to expect
from our host families, how to be respectful and join in the cultural
experience.

On our arrival, the greeting we received was warm and welcoming. The
organization of the trip was exceptional. Host families and guests were
well matched. The itinerary was well planned and communicated.

The various tours allowed us to learn some of the history of Japan and
especially the Chiba prefecture. The Kikkoman Noda Plant and Museum
provided an insight into the manufacture of soy sauce then and now. At
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the Sekiyado Castle Museum, we learned about the history of river
transportation and how the population dealt with the area flooding. The
group enjoyed the experience of dressing in Happi Kimonos.

Leaving our shoes at the door of a museum, which happened at the Noda
Folk Museum, was a novel experience for all of the group. The tour
guide of the Kami-Hanawa Historical Museum honored us with special
permission for picture-taking in the museum. In Boso Village, the group
enjoyed a tea ceremony, observed traditional crafts, and viewed the
unique architecture of historic buildings. At the Narita-san Shinshou-ji
Temple, we encountered beautiful architecture and distinctive religious
rituals.

The itinerary allowed for host families to share evenings with their
individual guests. The group and their hosts gathered for an enjoyable
and active evening with good food, party games, origami, kimonos, and
Japanese writing. All of the cultural group members related stories of
sharing and communicating with their hosts.

The student performances at all of the schools were impressive and
inspiring. At the Kawama Junior High School, the group also had fun
playing interactive games. We participated in Bon-odori dance at the
Sekiyado Elementary School. The Sekiyado Junior High School drum
performance was awesome. Being quizzed by the children during lunch
resulted in laughter and learning. The Shimizu-dai Elementary School
children seemed impressed with our attempts to use chopsticks. We
were impressed with their basketball skills. Narita International High
School brass band, kung fu, and dance club performances were so
well-done, the group felt nervous about how our dancing would be
received.

Our dance performances at each of the schools were well-received. The
students clapped and laughed especially when the dancers stomped their
feet or hooted. Our group said they “felt like Rock Stars.”

The ten day trip was a true cultural exchange for all involved. We want
to especially thank CWA Chief Secretary Yasuko Aoki for all of her hard
work and helping with the translation and reading of our dance descrip-
tions.
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WCI Women of Wings (WoW) Japan Visit 2012 Report

Our flight to Narita from Wisconsin was uneventful, and we were
warmly greeted by our friends from Chiba upon our arrival.
Although I did not receive an itinerary for the WoW's visit, our visit
contained exciting trips to the Chiba Port Tower, where we had a great
view of the area; Kasamori-Kannon temple, where we were inspired by
the natural forest and the construction of the temple; a glass factory; a
typical Japanese farm, where we made our own pizzas and used
vegetables grown on the farm for toppings; Josai International
University, where we met with the Chancellor and 7 of the University
Vice Presidents; a gourd farm, where we were entertained by fellow
gourd artists/musicians with instruments that they had made.
In addition, we toured Tokyo with members of Chiba former WoW's,
and had the opportunity to make a typical Japanese meal with former
Chiba WoW at a cultural center that provided a teaching kitchen for
the event.
Our home stay visit was delightful, and I had the opportunity to stay
with a past WOW family that had stayed at my home in 2010. It was a
time to renew old acquaintances and meet the people that we talked
about two years ago. Both of the host families for the WOW were
former houseguests of mine, which made this trip doubly delightful,
being able to see both of them again.
It was unfortunate that our visit to Josai International University did
not contain a member of the education committee to discuss the various
possible exchanges with counterparts in Wisconsin. I will forward the
information collected to the appropriate individuals here in Wisconsin
who might be able to facilitate an exchange within the parameters and
time lines discussed during our visit.
Unlike other delegation visits, the WoW had a totally different itinerary
than other participants of our delegation during our stay in Chiba, only
getting together with other delegates for 3 dinners, the trip to
Kikkoman, and the Mogi-Honke Museum of Art.
Unfortunately the WoW were not able to see any of the cultural
delegation’s performance, which from seeing their costumes, at
Kikkoman's, would have been a nice addition to our trip.
In all respects, the WoW exchange can be viewed as an enjoyable and
informative visit.
Barbara Rothwell
Leader of the WOW portion of the Wisconsin Chiba 2012 Cultural
Delegation
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BIENS At lunch we were able to talk and meet many people on the tour. The seafood was delicious,
/Uté especially the namero! The terraced rice fields and weather were beautiful. The leaves were still
=¥ changing color in December which is surprising for someone from Wisconsin. Megan Burke
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Thank you so much for putting this event on and please inform me of future events. Thanks again.

James Weber This event was a lot of fun! | really enjoyed seeing the variety of sushi pictures!

Next time, | want to make Chiba-Kun! Courtney Patricia Conroy This was a fabulous and fun event!
It was a great learning experience and | enjoyed meeting many kind, new friends. Thank you! Kate

Johnson It was a great time. Next, | want to try making original designs! Timothy Edenfield
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