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Kristen Roth

After finishing the Chiba-WI ALT Program, I moved back to Wisconsin to be closer to my family and friends
there. I hadn’t visited Wisconsin during the summer time in three years, so I was very happy to sit on my
parent’s patio and drink beer. In October my mother and I went to visit my brothers in Minnesota. My youngest
brother David is a chef at a seafood restaurant called “Four Bells” in Minneapolis. We ate like kings and stuffed
ourselves on oysters, ceviche and steelhead. My younger brother Kevin worked at a self-sustaining farm in
Montevideo and my mother and I enjoyed the beautiful scenery of the Minnesota prairie.

In November I moved to Reedsburg, Wisconsin and started my job working for a Sponsor Company in the
Wisconsin Dells. I provide support to International students who work at different resorts and theme parks in
the area. The Wisconsin Dells is a popular place to vacation in the summer. There are a lot of water parks and
other fun places to enjoy. I'm happy because I am only a two hour drive away from my parents. Sometimes I
visit them on the weekends.

I miss certain parts of my life in Chiba. I miss all the friends I made and my students. I hope one day in the
future to visit again!
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The Wisconsin Chiba, Inc. Goodwill Delegation 2016 Culture Group,
Dance Academy of Mexico - Milwaukee (DAOM) is a dance group that
presents authentic regional dances of Mexico. Their mission is to preserve
and safeguard Mexican traditions. Their vision is to promote education and
diversity through the arts. Dances from the Aztecs, Veracruz and Jalisco
were performed by Marina Croft, the teacher/director/owner of DAOM,
Benjamin Croft, Itahiza Cano Tamez and Itzel Nunez; James Croft, director,
managed all of the outfits, drum and music.

Jack Takahashi, Mindy Michalski and Sharon Durtka provided the
orientations for our Goodwill Delegation, encouraging us to prepare saying
that preparation is the first part of the visit. Together we compiled a list
of our “three must see or do while in Japan.” And to our surprise each of
us all came home having experienced our three wishes! Our short visit was
an incredible experience - something of which we never dreamed when we
made the decision.

We arrived in Narita on Saturday at 3:15 pm and were greeted warmly
by Yasako Aoki, Tetsugi Ogawa, Shigeo Moriyama and others. We felt so
welcomed and checked into our comfortable Hotel Mecure rooms. Dinner
in the restaurant across the street served “Japanese” Italian food and
although we were tired, we enjoyed the food and had a good time talking
and getting to know everyone.

After our Sunday hotel breakfast the Educatwn Group left for Chiba City
and we became just the “Culture Group”; we traveled by bus to Mobara
City. It was incredible to watch the Japanese countryside, businesses, and
homes pass by. On the way, we chatted with the CWA members like Tetusji
Ogawa who told us about his tracking down a pen pal from Wisconsin 40
years after their last correspondence.

At the Mobara City Hall we meet our host families. Although we were
nervous we were also excited. Everyone was so kind and welcoming that we
quickly became comfortable. The afternoon began with a short stop at our
host families’ homes to unpack, have lunch, and be a for-the-moment tourists
with our family guided mini-tour. The welcome dinner was held at the
Yamato-ya Ryokan in Mobara City. We were welcomed warmly with the
Nezumi flutes a playing of the United States national anthem. The evening
was then full of talking and activities and eating. We all had a great time
getting to know our and others” host families.

Each morning after breakfast with our host families, we gathered at the
Mobara City Hall for a day of adventure, meeting new friends and sharing
our cultural heritage. Our agenda included a courtesy visit with Mayor
Tanaka and other officials who welcomed us to Mobara City; we met
Mobarin, Mobara City’s mascot and to learned the story of the meeting of
the prince and princess on the Milky Way once each year.

We took part in Chado - a tea ceremony, then performed to an apprecia-
tive audience and received the gift of flute playing of our host families and
a calligraphy performance by Fuuga Tsuji. We dyed silk hankerchiefs in
two different ways. After dinner at the Restaurant Honolulu House, we
exhcanged performances with an incredible performance of traditional
Japanese dance.

Our courtesy visit with the energetic and very expressive Governor
Morita was an honor; we also met translator Zachary Krause, a young
Wisconsinite. We visited to Kizarazu City and Umihotaro a bridge-tunnel
in the Toyko Bay. Our first school visit was Takudai Koryo High School in
Kisarazu City; our exhange of performance included a Karate demonstrtion
and calligraphy class.

At Mobara Middle High School our visit began with sweets and green tea.
Walking through the school we were impressed by the quantity and quality

of art on the walls and ceilings and the school’s cleanliness and organization.

We performed in a gymnasium full of students sitting on the floor; all the
students sang and 7th and 8th grade marching band played. Lunch was
with the students in their clssrooms who served and cleaned up - they
demonstrated personal responsibility for one’s role in recycling and
keeping the class, building and city clean. Our visit to Chosei High School
in Mobara City began with the school principal, administrators and a small
dance troupe who wanted to know what dances were popular; we taught
them a type of square dance. The principal asked us show the same dance
to the rest of the students. After our performance we taught the dance to
the 100 students audience. Back to Mobara City Hall for anothr
performance, Nezumi's bamboo flute music, Fuuga's calligraphy and
Japanese dances for the public. Everyone was invited to try these dance.
After many photos we joined our host families for dinner. This was the last
night of our home stay.

Thursday - a bittersweet day. Although we were having a great time, it
was the last day we were going to see our host families and Japan delegation
friends who now we felt were more family than new acquiantances.

It was sports day and our visit to Mobara Elementary School began with
a welcome by the school administrators. We moved to the gymnasium and
participated in dance activities with the children. After our performance
we were treated to a excellent musical performance by the children in band
classes. Lunch was with the students.

At the end of the day was the farewell party. The food was superb, the
performances wonderful. We were to able to see our host families one last
time We felt the night ended too early. It was such a special evenning.

On our free Friday we explored Toyko with Kimiko and meeting Takeo
at Shibuya Street Crossing - known as “the Scramble.” After coffee at the
Starbucks, we headed for the Meiji Jingu Shrine, shopped at Daiso and other
nearby shops. Following lunch, we visited the Asakusa’s Sensoji Shrine
before heading to Tokyo Disney.

Our LAST day in Japan. We packed our bags into volunteers™ cars,
jumped on a train and headed for Narita. We walked down Narita’s narrow
street filled with little shops and found a few more small souvineers such as
Dharma dolls. At Naritasan Shinshoji Temple two volunteers guided us
through the many halls, a three-tiered pagoda, Niomon main gate, Great

WCI Goodwill Delegation 2016 Culture Group
James Croft and Sharon Durtka

Pagoda of Peace and the Goma fire ceremony for our wishes, protection and
safety.

It was time to offer a special thanks to our guides and CWA for their
seemingly endless patience and for rehydrating us with Coke and water
after performances in the 90°F and 85% humidity. We were so well cared
for - treated as honored guests and as family. This was an incredible
experience.
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As members of the 2016 Wisconsin Chiba, Inc. (WCI) Goodwill Delegation,
we had the opportunity to visit a variety of sites throughout the Prefecture
of Chiba that focused on nursing and education. Carroll Bronson of
Cardinal Stritch University, Ann Van Eerden of Alverno College and
Kimiko Miyazaki, a WCI Board Member, travelled as the “Education
Group” of the delegation to numerous locations during our week in Chiba.
We presented relevant information about our institutions at most of the
places we visited. Ann’s experience as a member of the delegation was
guided by the goal of the Sister State Partnership to create exchanges and
ongoing relationships, education though partnership and exchange
programs among schools, universities, students and teachers. Carroll’s
experience as a member of the delegation was guided by the goal of develop-
ing new international relationships and potential partnerships that are
grounded in the Franciscan values of creating a caring community,
peacemaking, showing compassion and reverencing creation.

The Chiba Nursing Association was our first visit. We were warmly
greeted by Ms. Emiko Hoshino, Ms. Itsuko Sawada, Ms. Hiroko Hukudome,
Mr. Keiko Teraguchi and their assistants. We learned about the types of
nursing licenses and the main projects of the Chiba Nursing Association. We
shared information about ourselves and the colleges that we represented.

As a member of the Wisconsin Nurses Association, Ann was pleased to
share the goals of the WNA with our Sister State Nursing Association. We
noted throughout the visit that we shared many common goals; our
discussions included the topics of safety in the workplace, the on-going need
for nursing research, the role of the advanced practice nurse, and our
national health goals. We had the opportunity to tour the facilities and see
firsthand the Chiba Nursing Association’s commitment to providing
educational and training resources for the improvement of nursing skills
for current nurses and those returning to the workforce. This is remark-
able as it serves as a means of increasing the number of safe practitioners
in nursing practice which is the ultimately improved patient outcomes.

Our visit to the Chiba Psychiatric Medical Center began with meeting Dr.
Toyoaki Hirata, Ms. Yoshie Watanabe and their associates. Dr. Hirata
presented a PowerPoint titled, “Current State of Psychiatric Care in Japan
and the Mission of the Chiba Psychiatric Medical Center” revealing a
significant shift from inpatient psychiatric care to outpatient psychiatric
care. The outpatient services offered were extensive. Another pomt of
interest is the range of health professionals involved in the patient’s care.

The Chiba Prefectural General Education Center welcomed us; Director
Hisahiko Ando and Deputy Director Kazuyuki Komiya explained the
Center’s focus as training teachers “practical leadership”, a concept that is
comprised of management, indirect abilities/factors, basic qualities/abili-
ties and direct guidance abilities. To enhance the teacher’s relationship
with the community, even more experience, teachers may take a leave of
absence to work in the community, return to school, or work in a different
industry; returning they bring positively shaped attitudes, increased
communication skills, improved decision making and streamlined coopera-
tion and resources. We had the opportunity to visit a classroom filled with
first year teachers in a training classroom with training technology tools. It
was very impressive! The concept that the Center does more than teach
teachers to teach represents the Prefecture’s understanding that the role of
a teacher is multifaceted and that all experiences shape and influence the
person teaching in the classroom.

Our visit to Chiba City Miyazaki Elementary School began with a meeting
with both the principal and the school nurse. The school houses over 800
students from first through sixth grade; class sizes were 30-40 students with
the exception of the special education classroom that had 4 students from
first through sixth grades. All classrooms were self-contained, including
lunch. We also visited the Health Room where we discussed the
background of school nurses, yogo teachers, and their role in the school. We
observed classroom activities. We observed the children to be very
engaged and polite, working together to prepare for lunch, serving food,
waiting until everyone was seated before eating. We enjoyed having our
school lunch.

Makuhari Sohgoh High School staff greeted us with warm green tea and
a Wisconsin newspaper article about their Nursing Course students’ visit to
Cedar Community, an organization with provides a continuum of living
options for older adults in West Bend. We learned about the uniqueness of
this five-year high school program, the only one in Chiba. Students were
mature, serious in the practice of their skill and worked cooperatively. As
the demand for nurses is great in both Japan and the U.S. this method of
educating and preparing nurses in a high school setting is worth further
exploration.

Our visit to Chiba Prefectural University School of Health Sciences began
with introductions to Dr. Mashiro Tanabe, Minani Kanda and their
associates. They and Ann and Carroll shared the mission, principles and
goals and the departments in the school as well as an overview of the
undergraduate nursing courses and the schedule for exams and degrees.
This visit opened a discussion of the possibility of student exchange
programs. Carroll and Ann have forwarded Chiba’s interest and questions
to the International and Intercultural Centers at Alverno and Cardinal
Stritch.

Chiba University School of Nursing was our final professional appoint-
ment. We met Dr. Misako Miyazaki, Dr. Akiko Nosaki and Ms. Keiko ITida.
We learned of their history, challenges and future goals; they provided an
overview of their undergraduate and graduate programs and the develop-
ment of competencies. One issue facing both Japan and the U.S. is the
number of competitive programs and multiple paths to degrees. We visited
simulation labs and students working in community settings, in particular
with individuals with mental illness.

We had the opportunity to visit the Chiba Prefectural Office and enjoyed
viewing the collection of artifacts from the State of Wisconsin. It was an

WCI Goodwill Delegation 2016 Education Group Experience

Ann Van Eerden, Carroll E. Bronson and Kimiko Miyazaki

honor to meet Governor Kensaku Morita. The pageantry of the event, the
Governor’s energy and enthusiasm in his greeting and the media coverage
represented the significance of and commitment to the Sister State Partner-
ship on behalf of the Prefecture of Chiba. Our visit was on the local news
that evening and in the newspaper the next morning.

Friendship Square, located in Messe Mall, an urban park in the
Makuhari business center, was designed to provide people from all over
the world with a space together, exchange ideas and relax. The friendship
between Prefecture of Chiba and the State of Wisconsin is featured in the
park. Natural stone from Wisconsin has been arranged into the shape of
the State and the Prefecture with a stone bridge over a pond separating the
two a symbol of a close time between the two states. A plaque commemo-
rates this relationship.

This Goodwill exchange and homestays have been life changing
experiences; we learned of our common goals and challenges; we continue
to share that which we have experienced, seen, discussed and learned. We
feel deeply honored and proud to be a part of this relationship and to have
been entrusted with this opportunity to represent and to enhance this
friendship.
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Donald McNurlan

*#FERIFBAEDKayoko McNurlanT AlCBFBULILELTZ,

By becoming a CWA member, I hope to support its activities to improve and expand exchanges behind Chiba
and Wisconsin in the fields of education, culture and business.
I wish to use my long term experience of living and working in Japan to somehow benefit CWA activities and
help introduce Japan to Wisconsinites new to Japan. Meanwhile, I would also like introduce other CWA
members to the natural beautiful and rich history of Wisconsin. The following is a brief biography:
¢ Born in Fond du Lac, Wisconsin in 1949
e From 1967-1971 stationed Itazuke Air Base US Air Force in Fukuoka Prefecture.
e Graduated from University of Wisconsin, Madison, in 1976 with a Bachelor of Arts degree in East Asian
Studies and BA.
e Studied at Waseda University from 1972-1974 and other language institutes in Japan.
¢ 1976-2012 employed by intelligence agencies of the US governement serving 16 years in Japan, 11 years at
the US embassy in Tokyo and 4 years at Misawa Air Base.
e Currently a free-lance writer for the on-line Japanese Travel magazine Matcha.
e Hobbies:
Traveling to the off-the-beaten places throughout Japan, translating Japanese, climbing the famous
100 mountains of Japan and relaxing in remote mountain onsens.
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