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Similarities exist between the religious beliefs of Wisconsin and American Indian tribes and Japan's native religion Shintoism.
American Indian tribes believe that spirits exist in natural objects and animals similar to the “kami” that exists in Shintoism. The
Winnebago and other tribes were noted for the building effigy burial mounds in southern Wisconsin between 500 and 1000 AD. These
distinctive mounds were in the shapes of recognizable as birds, animals such as bear or deer, spirit animals, or people. It's interesting
that during the same period, the “Kofun” burial mounds in Japan were also being built. Two of the best preserved burials are located
near Fond du Lac: Lizard Mound County Park and High Cliff Park.

Between 1634 and 1740's the French conducted major expeditions of the Great Lakes region including Wisconsin and many place
names in Wisconsin are based on the French words or the names of French explorers or Jesuit missionaries. Following the French,
between 1850 and 1900 large numbers of European immigrants followed them, Germans and Scandinavians (the largest group being
Norwegian) Irish and later large numbers of Polish immigrants. These immigrants tended to settle in certain regions of Wisconsin,

- - for example many Germany immigrants settled
in southeastern Wisconsin and Polish immigrants
in central Wisconsin Consequently, you 1l find
many place names in Wisconsin derived from
German, Scandinavian, and Polish languages.
The majority were German immigrants who
settled in Wisconsin because of similarities
between Germany's and Wisconsin's climate.

- S
Lizard Mound County Park, West Bend, Wisconsin

Wisconsin : America’s Dairyland

The German and other immigrants built family farms and raised dairy cows to produce the milk used to create butterfat and
raw ingredients to produce cheese. As a result, in 1913 Wisconsin became the largest producer of butterfat and cheese and
continues to be today. In 1939, the state adopted the slogan “American s Dairyland” for the state's license plate and supporters of
the Wisconsin's NFL Green Bay Packers came to be called ‘cheesheads.” By the way, the Green Bay Packers are the only major
professional team that is publicly owned. In fact, I have a few shares and so could be considered an NFL owner.

Greatest German Beer in America

Not only did the German and other European immigrants produce milk and cheese, but established local beer breweries (much like
the Japanese jizake breweries). Before the 1980's, there were considerable number of local beer brewers (today they called “micro-
brewery). Wisconsin German brew masters helped establish Milwaukee as the beer capital of the world. There are some very well-
known family breweries still operating such as the Leinenkugel Brewing Company in Chippewa Falls and Stevens Point Brewery in
Stevens Point which has won first place in several international beer tasting contests. My favorite “Christmas’ was produced by the
small German brewery Lithia in West Bend, Wisconsin.
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