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Greetings from Wisconsin on the 30th Anniversary of State of Wisconsin and
the Prefecture of Chiba Sister State/Sister Relationship

Wisconsin Chiba Sister State/Sister Prefecture roots go back almost 50 years
when Kikkoman established its soy sauce manufacturing facility in Walworth,
Wisconsin. The impact went beyond that first bottle of soy sauce on the
kitchen table. It planted the seeds for a Wisconsin-Chiba formal declaration
of friendship, a symbol of mutual goodwill. In 1990 Governors Numata and
Thompson signed the sister-state agreement.

During these 30 years we explored topics such as culture and arts, education
and health care, agriculture and dairy, environment, science/technology and
tourism and continue to expand the scope of these exchanges.

WCI focuses on diversity, equity and inclusion - empowering others to experience things of which they have
never dreamed - from discovering other ways to do ordinary things to problems solving, from coming as
strangers to becoming members of their host families. Participants often describe these exchanges as “a
life-changing experience.”

Our annual grassroots exchange has experienced three interruptions - the 2009 HIN1 flu pandemic, the 2011
Tohoku Earthquake and Tsunami and now the worldwide Covid-19 pandemic. These moments of pause have
not deterred future exchanges but helped see unexplored opportunities.

Receiving a gift of hashi(%) - an indispensable part of the Japanese table setting - I reflected on their purpose
- a symbolic bridge mediating the ma([H), the empty space between the rice bowl and mouth. It is that empty
space that is filled with possibilities. Hashi can only work if they work cooperatively.

CWA and WCI are like hashi - the bridge in the journey between Chiba and Wisconsin. They serve as the
hashi for these connections and relationships that people form as they interact with each other. And like
hashi working together, CWA and WCI pursue their mutual goal of understanding, respect and friendship -
one person at a time

This 30th anniversary marks the passage of time, remembering the good those years have brought. We
extend our appreciation and gratitude to the people of Chiba and Wisconsin who have planned, prepared,
hosted and supported our sister state/prefecture exchange. Stepping into our next decade, we look forward
to continuing this remarkable relationship filled with adventures and friendships.

Together may we grow and deepen our friendship.

Sharon Rae Landergott Durtka, PhD, LHD
President
Wisconsin-Chiba, Inc.
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Governor Evers' Message for the 30th Anniversary Commemorative Magazine
Greetings!

On behalf of the people of the state of Wisconsin, I want to extend my
sincerest congratulations to the Chiba-Wisconsin Association as they celebrate
30 years of a robust, sister-state relationship between Chiba and Wisconsin.

In 2019, I was proud to visit the Chiba Prefecture on my first international
trade mission as governor of Wisconsin. Not only did the visit allow me to
experience the region’ s beauty firsthand, but I was also able to build
personal ties with the government officials, business leaders, and educators
who live there.

Since the signing of the sister-state agreement, Chiba and Wisconsin have
maintained a deep and meaningful relationship across many vital areas, including trade and investment,
culture, and education. For example, Chiba and Wisconsin have supported each other economically through
our state’ s robust partnership with Kikkoman Foods. We' re also proud to offer opportunities for education
and cultural exchange through sister-school relationships and programs for Wisconsinites to teach English at
schools in Chiba.

This long and fruitful collaboration is the result of many years of devoted efforts by people in both Wisconsin
and Chiba, including regularly held Goodwill Delegations and other endeavors aimed at forging even stronger
bonds between our states.

While the past two years have been extremely challenging for all of us, this pandemic has reminded us that
we have a shared interest in a brighter, healthier future, and that teamwork and cooperation are the most
effective ways to address a global crisis. As we face other global challenges in the future, we know that Chiba
and Wisconsin will continue working together to confront these challenges.

To those in Chiba and Wisconsin who have made all this possible, I am delighted to be celebrating 30 years
of friendship between our two states. Congratulations to the Chiba-Wisconsin Association, and I look forward
to this continued partnership as they lead in this important work.

_7a%3%a4

Tony Evers
Governor
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