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HLAFyvXHEAIERE (5tALT) Frederick Isaac Lauer& A

Bridging Togane and Yamagata: The Evolution of Kamui Kids
Dear Chiba Wisconsin Association Community

Sometimes I have trouble believing that I am almost 40 years old. I have even more trouble
comprehending the amount of time that has passed between when I started living in Chiba, to
where I am now. 15 years ago, I would have never imagined I' d be married with two children, still
living in Japan, and working in a field entirely distinct from most of my other professional leanings.

In preparation for this article, I found myself reflecting on my transformative years as an
Assistant Language Teacher in Togane, Chiba, from 2009 to 2014. I often see a connection between
%(()ise formative experiences and the inception of the organization I co-founded in Yamagata: Kamui

ids.

In Togane, my involvement with the high school's alpine climbing club was a pivotal moment that
reawakened my passion for the outdoors and reminded me of the joy and wonder I felt in nature as
a child. Climbing in the Minami Alps with fellow students and teachers was always a harrowing
experience, full of beauty and challenges. My adventures in the mountains of Japan largely shaped
my decision to study Systems Ecology in graduate school in Montana. And, my time in school was
instrumental in shaping my vision for Kamui Kids. It highlighted the importance of outdoor
activities in fostering a sense of adventure, resilience, and a deep connection with the environment.
The joy and learning that came from those climbing expeditions and the further enrichment in
*BBIFRETAEDY—Y3v T,  graduate school laid the groundwork for my commitment to offering similar transformative

experiences to children.

Here in Yamagata the rich, natural environment offers the perfect setting for Kamui Kids. Here, we've created a space where
children can immerse themselves in nature, engaging in activities that range from climbing trees, catching all manner of mini beasts,
and exploring rivers to participating in multicultural events and communal cooking. These experiences are designed not just for fun
but to mstill a sense of wonder, curiosity, and respect for the natural world all while building community.

Our mission at Kamui Kids extends beyond outdoor play; it's about creating a learning environment where children are encouraged
to take risks, pursue their interests, and direct their days with minimal adult interference. This philosophy of self-directed, experiential
learning was inspired by my direct observation of the detriments of some of our contemporary education systems. I have personally
witngssed the impact of engaging students in activities beyond the traditional classroom setting, especially in the way it can foster
wonder.

At Kamui Kids, we allow children the freedom to explore their surroundings and learn
from the rich tapestry of life around them. Our shared experiences, from living together
short-term in share-houses, to camping adventures, reinforce the importance of community,
collaboration, and shared growth. And we believe our work is crucial in building a
foundation for children to thrive as confident, compassionate, and curious individuals. By
accepting children exactly as they are, we are committed to creating a future where
everyone has the opportunity to live an authentic, and meaningful life.

As we continue to grow and evolve at Kamui Kids, the spirit of exploration, discovery, and
community that I cherished in Togane remains at the heart of our work. We are working
to transform childhood and inspire future generations to embrace the outdoors and
self-directed education, to follow their passions, and to engage with the world around them
in meaningful ways.

Thank you for this opportunity to share a bit about my work with you! The sense of
community [ felt strongly both in Togane, and during my membership and work with the
CWA, all played a pivotal role in shaping the passions I hold today. Even though I' m many
kilometers away, I still hold Chiba close in heart, and I always will.

For more information, or to support our efforts, please visit www.kamuikids.org and add
us on instagram at www.instagram.com/kamuikids. We always look forward to welcoming
new members to our community! If you are interested in supporting our efforts through a
donation please contact me at fred@kamuikids.org.

With Gratitude, Frederick Isaac Lauer
Co-Founder of Kamui Kids
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